
WEEDING BASED ON PROCESSING TRENDS

Processing trends within a book collection can help identify outdated materials. Once 

identified, these processing trends can be used to visually inspect the collection and 

identify books that may need to be weeded. Below are examples of processing trends 

that may be present in a library collection:

Outdated materials may:

• have call numbers written in pen or imprinted on the spine.

• have call numbers with one letter rather than three.

• have library card pockets.

• lack reading program labels.

• be stamped with a former name of the school.

• have barcode labels affixed in a different location.

• be bound differently.

The following pages include images of shelves in need of weeding. Choose one shelf 

and look for processing trends that could help identify outdated materials:
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