Your School

MLA Citation Guide



When you write a research paper, you must cite the sources you used during your research. When you cite a source, you give credit to the original authors and you allow the reader to locate your sources. By using this guide to cite your sources in MLA (Modern Language Association) style, you ensure that all readers can find the information successfully.

The Works Cited page of your research paper should list each citation in alphabetical order by the first word of the citation.

Tips: 
1) Every punctuation mark and space matters.
2) Dates are written in the format Day Month Year such as 12 Aug. 2014.
3) The second line of a citation should be indented ½ inch to set it off from the first line.
4) Citations may include italicized text. Ensure your citations include this italicized text.

5) The “Medium” of the publication states how the information is communicated.

Samples of mediums include: Print, Web, Photograph, Video, DVD, etc. 
Print Sources

Book (by One Author)
Last, First. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year. Medium.
Arnold, Francis. Greece. Austin: Steck-Vaughn, 1992. Print.
Book (by Two or More Authors)

Last, First, and First Last. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year. Medium.
Bernadac, Marie-Laure, and Paule Bouchet. Picasso: Master of the New Idea. New York: Abrams, 1993. Print.
Encyclopedia
Last, First. “Title of Article.” Name of Encyclopedia. Ed. Editor Name. Vol. Number. City of Publication: Publisher, Year. Medium.
Lampard, Eric Edwin. “Industrial Revolution.” World Book Encyclopedia. Ed. Joseph Thompson. Vol. 10. Chicago: World Book, 2000. Print.
Magazine or Newspaper Article

Last, First. “Title of Article.” Title of Magazine or Newspaper Date: Page(s). Medium.
Laman, Tim. “Wild Gliders: The Creatures of Borneo's Rain Forest Go Airborne.” National Geographic Oct. 2000: 68-85. Print.
Scholarly Journal Article
Last, First. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal Volume Number.Issue Number (Year): Page(s). Medium.
Mathis, Theodore. “The Rise of Hip Hop.” Popular Music & Society 22.4 (2007): 19-20. Print.

Non-Print Sources

For online sources, the complete Internet address is optional. If the citation doesn’t easily lead the reader to the source, the complete Internet address should be included.
Web Page
Last, First. “Title of Web Page.” Title of Web Site. Publisher or Sponsor, Date. Medium. Date of Access. <Complete Internet Address>.

Carr, Karen. "Pyramids of Egypt." Kidipede. Portland State University. 10 October 2010. Web. 2 Feb. 2011. < http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/egypt/architecture/pyramids.htm >.
Online Image

Last, First. “Description or Title of Image.” Date of Publication. Title of Web Site. Medium. Date of access. <Complete Internet Address>.

Finster, Howard. “What Is the Soul of Man.” 1976. High Museum of Art. Web. 7 Oct. 2007. <http://www.high.org/resources/images/collection
/213=w/2000_202_web.jpg>.
Print Publication from an Online Database or Web Site
Use the print citation format, remove the Medium of “Print,” and add the following information about the online database or web site:

Name of Online Database or Web Site. Medium. Date of Access.
Fricke, David. “Clapton's Guitar Summit.” Rolling Stone 23 Aug. 2007: 49-52. EBSCOhost. Web. 8 Feb. 2008.
Film or Video Recording
Title of Video. Dir. Director Name. Distributor, Year. Medium.
I Know I'm Not Alone. Dir. Michael Franti. Stay Human, 2006. DVD.

Interview
Name of Person Interviewed. Medium. Date.

Prince, Linda. Personal interview. 20 Dec. 2009.
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